
 

  ALEDA MISSION STATEMENT   
“To provide and promote services and resources to retain, expand, create and attract businesses, increase tax base and quality 
employment opportunities in Freeborn County.”  

  

ALBERT LEA PORT AUTHORITY  
MINUTES  

Wednesday, October 14, 2025 – 7:30 a.m.  
Special Meeting  

  132 N Broadway Ave 
  
CALL TO ORDER & NOTATION OF ROLL  
The Special Meeting of the Albert Lea Port Authority was called to order on Wednesday, October 14, 
2025 at 7:30 a.m. by President Murray. Roll was noted by the Board Secretary.  
  
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mark Heinemann, Rich Murray, Sarah Nelson, Tricia Dahl, Larry 
Baker, Bryan Skogheim 
 
COMMISSIONER ABSENT: Nate Jansen 
  
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS PRESENT: None 
   
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS ABSENT: John Double, Business Community Representative; Janelle 
Koepke, Riverland Community College Representative; Melanie Aeschliman, Freeborn County 
Representative; Ian Rigg, City of Albert Lea Representative; Holly Babcock, Tourism Representative; 
Brad Edwin, Freeborn County Representative; 
 
STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Phillip Johnson, Executive Director; Noelle Viktora, Assistant 
Executive Director 
 
PUBLIC HEARING RE: PROPOSED BUSINESS SUBSIDY 
President Murray read the notice of Public Hearing and asked 3 times for public input. Hearing none, the 
public hearing was closed.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING RE: SALE OF ALEDA PARK PROPERTY  
President Murray asked three times if there was anyone who would like to provide comment on the 
proposed. hearing none the public hearing was closed.  
 
RESOLUTION PA-25-15 APPROVING THE TRANSFER OF REAL ESTATE FROM ALBERT LEA 
PORT AUTHORITY TO VORTEX COLD STORAGE, LLC.  
Commissioner Baker moved to approve the resolution, seconded by Commissioner Heinemann. President 
Murray asked for further discussion and hearing none, vote was called by roll and the following voted in 
favor: Commissioners Heinemann, Skogheim, Nelson, Dahl, Baker, and Murray; and the following voted 
against the same: none.  
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COMMISSIONER ITEMS 
Commissioner Murray provided an update on the discussion with David Drown Associates to provide 
employee search services. 
 
Commissioner Heinemann discussed an opportunity for the Port Authority to purchase redevelopment 
property in Albert Lea, more information will be discussed at the next regular meeting of the Port 
Authority.  
 
ADJOURNMENT   
Commissioner Baker made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Heinemann. 
The motion carried 6 in favor, 0 opposed. The meeting adjourned at 8:05 a.m.  
  
Filed and attested October 14, 2025.                                     
    
  
  
_______________________        ____________________________  
President                                            Secretary    
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